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KRYSTAL NORBERG 
REPORTER 


For more than a decade, Clat- 
sop Community College has had a 
Holiday Fund for Students that pro- 
vides money for lower income, full- 
time students with children in the 
household. Each year a committee is 
formed to direct fundraising for to en- 
sure children have a good Christmas. 

In recent years, the PTK has sup- 
ported the fund through its stocking 
auction, though no stockings are in- 
volved, Eight departments at the col- 
lege put together a themed box of 
goodies. This year’s offerings range 
from “Nichole’s Delectables” to “Just 
Needs a Chef’--enough 
candy to keep a dentist 
on permanent vacation 
and the pasta noodles, 
wine, and mixing bowls 
for a first-rate meal. 

The bidding has al- 
ready begun on these 
boxes displayed in the 
mailroom of Columbia 
Hall. The money from 
the auction then goes to 
students who are nomi- 
nated by anonymous fac- 
ulty. CCC hands out at 
least twenty fifty-dollar J 
Fred Meyer gift cards. It 
may not be a lot, but any little thing 
helps during the holiday season 

CCC also participates in a gift 
drive called “Head Start Stars,” which 
will provide gifts to children between 
the ages of three and five. You can 
pick up a star at the CCC main cam- 
pus and then buy a gift for the child, 
returning it unwrapped to the campus 
with the star attached. [See “ASG 


TREVOR JACOBSON 
ASG President 


Photos courtesy of ASG 


New students at the beginning of a 
term often don’t know what ASG is or 
what it stands for. For those who are un- 
aware, ASG stands for Associated Stu- 
dent Government, and its members are 
students appointed to act as representa- 
tives of the ASCCC, or the Associated 
Students of Clatsop Community College. 
Students interested in being a part of 
ASG had the opportunity to apply at the 
end of spring term and at the beginning 
of fall term. The selection committee fin- 
ished selecting the representatives in late 
October, and we've only just begun serv- 
ing as your student representatives, 

1am one of those students. My name 
is Trevor Jacobson, and I will be serv- 
ing as President of ASG until the end 
of spring term. This is my second year 
at CCC, and I’m here to get my Asso- 
ciates of Arts, Oregon Transfer Degree 
(AAOT). I’m nineteen, and | graduated 
from Astoria High School in 2011. As 
president, I attend college board meet- 
ings and College Council meetings as a 
representative of students. I also am on 
the committee to arrange a college bud- 
get for next year that will be presented to 
the board in the coming terms. 

My colleague is Terry Jenkins, a for- 
mer ASG volunteer. He is twenty-six and 
from Vancouver, Washington. He is at- 
tending Job Corps and plans to transfer to 
Washington State University to get acom- 
puter science degree. He will be serving 
as the Activities Director this year. Due 


Your Student Publication 


The season of giving 


Notes” for details.) 

Programs like this are common 
during the holiday season. On Decem- 
ber 2, 2012, the Maritime Museum 
will also be hosting a Community Free 
Day and Canned Food Drive, where 
people can take food and donate it to 
the Regional Food Bank. 

Fred Meyer also participates in 
a program similar to the “Head Start 
Stars” program. They have a Christ- 
mas tree set up at the entrance of the 
store, and on that tree are little paper 
ornaments. On the back of each orna- 
ment is the gender and age of the chil- 
dren and also a hint about something 
they would like to receive for Christ- 
mas. This makes the experience more 
rewarding because you get to donate 


something that will make the child 
happy. 

I have participated in the Fred 
Meyer gift program for two years, 
donating a Thomas the Train color- 
ing book to a four-year-old boy and a 
CD to a fourteen-year-old girl. Instead 
of taking these gifts unwrapped to the 
Department of Human Services (DHS) 
in downtown Astoria, the Warrenton 


Fred Meyer puts them under a Christ- 
mas tree. 

The Christmas Giving Program 
is sponsored by the DHS as well 
The program sends out applications 
to families and households in Asto- 
ria and Knappa, offering them food 
baskets for the holidays and the op- 
portunity to receive gifts for those 
with children. These requests must 


ASG Notes 


to last year’s budget cuts, the former po- 
sitions of Events Coordinator and Clubs 
Coordinator have been combined, creat- 
ing the new position of Activities Direc- 
tor. His duties include planning activities 
and events, promoting club formation 
and activities, club events, and keeping 
communication between ASG and clubs. 
The former position of Student Ambassa- 
dor has been removed as an ASG position 
and is now a work-study job that is being 
held by Carly Keone, who will be work- 
ing with Admissions in order to represent 
the school where needed. I look forward 
to working with them both in the coming 
year. 

There have been changes within ASG 
that are unfortunate for students. Going 
from four to two positions causes ASG to 
be less connected with the student body 
as a whole, but it shouldn’t be that way. 
That is why I have made it a goal to in- 
crease the ways that students can give in- 
put about college happenings. We will do 
this through more student forums where 
students can meet together and express 
opinions, good or bad, with ASG. We 
will also do our best to implement student 
surveys on general topics and potentially 
specific policy changes (if applicable). 
I also feel that our MERTS and South 
Campus locations are underrepresented 
in college affairs, and I hope to be able 
to reach out to meet their needs. Keep an 
eye out for announcements of a student 
forum in the future; we would like to hear 
from anyone with anything to say. 

Starting this month, ASG will be con- 
ducting the annual Head Start Stars char- 
ity toy drive. In the charity, ASG works 


Trevor Jacobson, ASG President 


in conjunction with the Clatsop County 
Head Start Program to collect toys for lo- 
cal kids. Festive trees will be displayed 
throughout the campus in Columbia and 
Towler Halls, along with one in the Stu- 
dent Services Building. The trees are 
decorated with gold stars; each star rep- 
resents a child with an age and gender 


See ASG on page 3 


a 


December 2012 


Local programs bring joy to families this holiday season. 
(Upper left photo by Krystal Norberg) Fred Meyer Christmas tree. 
(Upper right photo by Lynette Vollmer) One of CCC’s gift drive trees. 
(Left photo by Lynette Vollmer) Items for CCC’s holiday fund stockings. 


be returned by November 30, and the 
baskets can be picked up on Decem- 


See GIVING on page 3 


2 THE BANDIT | DECEMBER 2012 


THE BANDIT ASKS 


GINA BOWEN 
REPORTER 


Over the holiday season Phi 
Theta Kappa will be busy wrap- 
ping presents for the holidays 
Starting on Black Friday, PTK 
will have a table at the outlet 
mall in Seaside where you can 
have your presents wrapped for 
a nominal donation. Starting the 
first weekend after finals, PTK 
will also have a table set up at 
Fred Meyer. Both locations will 
be weekends only. For anyone 
interested in volunteering with 
this project, please contact us at 
the PTK office or on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Ptk- 
PiPhiCCC 

PTK held its first cash mob 
November 17th at Godfather’s 
Books. The event is starting 
to build momentum, and PTK 
would like to encourage stu- 
dents to participate in our next 
“mob” by bringing suggestions 
of a worthy small business to our 
attention, either on Facebook or 
at our weekly popcorm stand at 
Towler where you can vote for 
your favorite, 


KRYSTAL NORBERG 
REPORTER 


Ever visited the MERTS 
campus? Even know where it 
is? Or what it is, for that mat- 
ter? MERTS stands for Marine 
and Environmental Research 
and Training Station, and it is the 
place to go if a student wants to 
work on a ship or in fire fighting 
The 
MERTS campus is also available 


or in the marine sciences. 


to those already working in simi- 
lar fields and to anyone interest- 
ed in taking a class in the vari- 
ous fields offered. Tongue Point 
students can also: gain college 
credit through MERTS, just as 
they gain college credit through 
the classes at the main campus. 
Schedules are flexible because of 
the open entry and open exit of 
many classes. 

The campus consists of a 
small parking lot, 
buildings meant 


two large 


for classes, 
two buildings for fire science, a 
mostly glass building referred to 
as the “Living Machine,” and a 
vessel used for marine science 
classes. 


MERTS provides career and 


Photo courtesy of the PTK 


From L to R: Shelby Heck (President), Allex Kutrich 
(VP), Shelby Lofton (VP), Jennifer Challis (VP), Gina 
Bowen (VP), and Michael Wittman (Treasurer) 


Game night is back! No- 
vember 15th marked the first 
game night this term. It was 
held in the Towler commons 
area and had a surprising turn- 
out. Look for our next one in 
February 

Looking for a way to show 
you care? This Valentine’s Day 
PTK will be selling flowers and 


delivering them. Look for our 
booth in Towler in February and 
place your order. 

For those students interest- 
ed in joining PTK, we will be 
having an induction ceremony 
winter term. Contact Liz Hylton 
or TJ Lackner to find out if you 
qualify 


ACCEPTING 


POEM > STORY 


© Qe 


ESSAY 


SUEMISSIONS 


ART 


It’s that time again to submit 
your best work... 


TURN TO PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS. 


MERTS: our hidden jewel 


Photo courtesy of CCC 


Students should check out career opportunities at MERTS campus as shown above. 


educational opportunities to 
hundred students 
Most days the campus only 
holds half that amount 
Middleton, the 
assistant at MERTS. 


lot of the maritime classes will 


around one 


Toni 
administrative 
says, “A 


have [ two weeks on, two weeks 
off, or the students will have one 
month on, one month-off em- 
ployment], so we have classes 
that aren't full term. Students 


can complete a term of course- 
work in a week.” 

The MERTS campus is lo- 
cated four miles east of Astoria 
and the main campus location 
Despite the distance, students 
don’t find the travel inconve- 
nient. The campus is somewhat 
hidden, and as Kristin Wilkin. 
the Dean of Workforce Edu- 
cation and Training, says, “I 
think sometimes the students 


really like coming down to our 
MERTS 
are a hidden jewel 


campus because we 


we are a 
diamond down here that a lot of 
students don’t know about. You 
get to come down to an amazing 
park-like setting and take your 
courses and get away from the 
hustle and bustle of being on the 
main campus.” The one com- 
plaint being heard is about the 


bus stop, which used to be lo- 


cated at the campus. Now buses 
drop students off and pick them 
up at the highway entrance. 
MERTS fo- 
cused classes in fields like mari- 


offers career 
time science, fire science, histor- 
ic preservation, computer-aided 
and weld- 


Classes usually begin with 


design, automotive 
ing 
a short thirty-minute lecture, and 
then the students jump into lab 
work. Lab work can be done on 
a vessel, in the fire science build- 
ing, or at the computers on the 
campus. Teachers work closely 
with students and provide them 
with practical applications and 
real-world situations. Twice a 
week, up to sixteen maritime 
students have the opportunity to 
have their class on the fifty-foot 
vessel owned by the college. 
Since MERTS is ata distance 
from the main campus, the staff 
is hoping to provide students 
with math and writing courses 
This will be 
for degree-seeking 


starting next term 
convenient 
students, as most of them are 
also enrolled at the Jerome cam- 


pus 
MERTS offers several types 


See MERTS on page 4 


The Bandit Asks 


“The Bandit” asks, “How are you prepared for the end of the world 
[in December as many people think the Mayans predicted]?” 


Jarod Rea 


“J don’t think the world is going to 


Katie McGary 


end, but it makes you wonder.” 


“I'm not-if it happens, it happens.” 


Danny Kallunki 


“T tell my daughter that I love her 


every day.” 


Randy Barton 


“I don’t believe in it.” 


STUDENT NEWS 
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RAIN Magazine accepting submissions 


PATRICIA WARREN 


“RAIN Magazine,” Clatsop 
Community College’s (CCC) 
literary publication, is accept- 
ing submissions now through 
January 10, 2013, for the Spring 
2013 edition. Proud of its forty- 
five-year history publishing the 
art and literature of our talented 
coastal community, “RAIN” 
welcomes submissions from the 
general public as well as CCC 
students. There is no theme for 


the 2013 edition, but we do ap- 
preciate work that celebrates 
the unique landscape and life~ 
style of the Columbia Pacific 
region. Please submit no more 
than 5,000 words of prose, three 
poems, three digital photos, or 
three high quality digital repro- 
ductions of original artwork. 
Our ability to print color is lim- 
ited, so artists submitting color 
images should indicate if the 
image may appear in black and 
white. Include name, address, 
phone number, e-mail, title and 


WORD FIND 


medium, and a brief, 2-3 line 
biography with all entries, No 
SASE is necessary; manuscripts 
will be recycled; please don’t 
send the only copy. 

Online submissions are wel- 
come and encouraged (e-mail to 
rainmagazine@clatsopcc.edu) 
If using an unusual file format, 
please include a copy of manu- 
script text in the body of the 
e-mail. Submissions, online 
or otherwise, without proper 
contact information may not be 
considered. For more informa- 


Courtesy of Mary Osborne 


Find the following words: HOMEWORK, STUDENT, FLASHCARD, 
RESEARCH, EXAM, FRESHMAN, DEGREE, TRANSFER, SCHEDULE, 
FINAL , GRADUATE, SPEECH, STUDY, REPORT, BACKPACK, ESSAY 
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ALL PRESS RELEASES CONTAINED IN THIS PUBLICATION ARE CONTRIBUTED 
BY CLATSOP COMMUNITY COLLEGE. 


OUR MISSION 


~To serve as a learning experience for aspiring journalists, communication majors, and 
other students at Clatsop Community College. 
~To report news and provide information to Clatsop Community College and the 
community in a fair, accurate, and responsible manner. 
~To serve as an open forum for a diverse set of opinions, perspectives, issues, and view- 


points. 


~To uphold the standards of the journalism profession and strictly adhere to all ethical 
guidelines to ensure the integrity and credibility of the newspaper. 


Opinions and articles expressed in this paper or in the content of its 
advertisements are not necessarily those of Clatsop Community College, 
the Board, The Bandit, its editor, publisher, students, or affiliated parties. 
This newspaper cannot be held responsible for any negative consequences that 
occur as a result of someone doing business with any advertisers. 
Please send submissions to, 


BANDIT_EDITOR@CLATSOPCC.EDU 


It is the policy of Clatsop Community College that there will be no discrimination or harass- 
ment on the grounds of race, color, sex, marital status, religion, national origin, age, sexual 
orientation, or disability in any educational programs, activities, or employment. Questions 
or complaints should be directed to the Affirmative Action/Title IX Officer in Library 108 at 
503-338-2450; TDD 503-338-2468. The Section 504 Coordinator is located in the Student 
Services Center 503-338-2474. For ADA and other accommodations call: 503-338-2474 


TDD 503-338-2468 


tion or to explore our online ar- 
chives, please visit https://www. 
clatsopee,edu/community/pub- 
lications/rain-magazine. 


Mail submissions to: 

RAIN Magazine 

Clatsop Community College 
1651 Lexington Avenue 
Astoria, OR 97103 


Interested community mem- 
bers can also join the staff of 
“Rain.” This is a great resume 
builder that involves students 


in the local arts community 
while also teaching applicable 
job skills in literary publishing, 
graphic design, editing, fund- 
raising, distribution, and public 
events. Register for WR 270 
and Co-requisite ART 222, 4 
credits Tuesdays and Thursdays 
12-2:20 pm. Classes start Janu- 
ary 7, 2013. Please direct inqui- 
ries to Nancy Cook, 503-338- 
2335; ncook@clatsopcc.edu 


A few random facts 


BRANDY WHITEMAN 
REPORTER 


Ever wonder how long an 
iguana can stay under water 
or maybe other totally 
less facts? Well, I’m here to 
give you a few facts to use at 
your next awkward moment or 
when the conversation starts to 
dwindle. So go ahead and take 
some notes, and let your facts 
be known. Oh, by the way, it’s 
twenty-eight minutes. 


use- 


+ About 8.5 percent of all Alas- 
kans are Eskimos. 


* Oregon has the most ghost 
towns of any state. 


+ The first golf rule book was 
published in Scotland in 1744. 


* The screwdriver was invented 
before the screw. 


+ Four out of five visitors never 
come back to a website. 


+ Airbags inflate at a rate of 200 
miles per hour. 


Hot Coffee 


in the Library 


+ If you were to count off one 
billion seconds, it would take 
you 31.7 years. 


+ Plants can suffer from jet lag 


+ Johnny Depp is afraid of 
clowns. 


+ Fetuses can hiccup, 


+ Without glasses, John Lennon 
was legally blind. 


+ The average life span of a taste 
bud is ten days. 


* The only time a turkey whis- 
tles is when it’s panicking. 


* The average pregnancy of an 
Indian elephant lasts 650 days. 


Well, there you go. Now you 
can go annoy your friends and 
family with little new tidbits of 
useless knowledge. Take these 
facts and let the world know that 
crickets hear through their knees 
and that there are more copies 
of the Ikea catalog printed each 
year than the Bible. So enjoy 
and pass on the knowledge. 


8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays 
$1.00 per cup 


COLUMBIA RIVER COFFEE ROASTER 
All profits are returned to CCC 
students through literacy awards, 


ASG Continued from page 1 


listed on the star. Students are 
encouraged to take stars from 
the trees, complete the sign-up 
sheet located by the trees (name 
and stars taken), and purchase 
an appropriate gift for the child. 
(Please, no weapon-related 
toys). Gifts should be returned 
to the Student Services center, 
unwrapped, and with the cor- 
responding star attached by De- 
cember 14, 2012. 


GIVING 


ber 17 at the Clatsop County 
Fairgrounds. 

When I was eleven, my 
mother, sister and I received 
a large food box during the 
holiday season. My sister and 
I both received gifts as well. 
I got a brand new purple bike 
that I rode for six years, and 
my sister got a box of Legos 
and a training bra. 

“The Daily Astorian” cur- 
rently has a box for gift do- 
nations inside its lobby. They 
are collecting toys and teddy 
bears for children. 

Also, St. Mary’s Star of 
the Sea Church has a Giving 
Tree similar to those at CCC 
and Fred Meyer. Toys and 
gifts donated to St. Mary’s 
will be given to foster chil- 
dren in the local area. The 


If anyone has a question or 
comment about ASG, we can be 
reached through asg@clatsopcc. 
edu, by telephone at (503) 338- 
2495, by picking up any cour- 
tesy phone on campus and using 
extension 2495, or by stopping 
by the ASG office itself. The 
ASG office is located on the 
lower floor of Columbia Hall in 
room 109. 


Continued from page 1 


deadline for St. Mary’s is 
December 12, but they will 
obviously accept gifts and 
donations after that date. 

Many other local church- 
es have donated gifts and will 
sponsor more as the holiday 
season grows nearer. Keep a 
lookout at your church, and 
ask someone if there is a way 
you can help make a child 
or a family’s holiday season 
brighter. 

As a recipient of gifts 
from programs like those 
above, I can guarantee no 
matter how small the gift, the 
children’s hearts will warm 
just thinking that someone 
out there cares. 

After all, it is the spirit of 
the season. 
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Analee Fuentes: Painting 
Dori Litzer: Painting 
Kurt Norlin: Photography 
Gary Westford: Painting 
Jay Widmer: Ceramics 


Mt. Hood Community College 
Barbara Black: Drawing 
Posie Currin: Mixed Media Arts/Sculpture 
Richard Cutshall: Painting/Drawing 
Joe Davis: Ceramics 
Jan Edwards: Ceramics 
Faith Emerson: Calligraphy 
Mary Girsch: Basic Design/Visual Arts 
Lee Haga: Metalsmithing/Jewelrymaking 
Lori Lorion: Painting 
Steve Maulin: Basic Design/Drawing 
Stephen Mickey: Ceramics 
Nathan Orosco: Sculpture 
Don Sprague: Ceramics 
Georganne Watters: Printmaking 


Community 
Art Faculty from Linn-Benton 
and Mt. Hood Community Colleges 


Acollaborative exhibit of faculty work 
including work by: 


Linn-Benton Community College 
Rich Bergeman: Photography 


Exhibit will be open to the public from 
January 10th to February 14th, 2012 


Opening reception will be held 


Ground 


MERTS 


Continued from page 2 


of certificates and degrees in 
many different fields, Currently 
students at MERTS can achieve 
Career Pathway certificates in 
historic preservation, automotive 
programs, welding, maritime 
science, and fire science. They 
can also earn associate degrees 
in maritime science, fire science, 
automotive programs, and his- 
toric preservation. Students who 
want to earn a two-year degree 
in CAD or welding can work to- 
ward their goal by receiving an 
AGS degree and focus on their 
fields by working closely with 
MERTS instructors 

MERTS students can also 
obtain careers in the maritime 
area, employment aboard mer- 
chant marine ships in interna- 
tional waters, local in the rivers, 
the towing industry, or charter 
cruises, Wilkin says, “Several 
students in our maritime area are 
either currently working [in the 
field], or they start [at MERTS] 
and they get a job locally while 
taking classes. Our fire science 
students are usually either in- 
terns with local fire agencies or 
volunteers who would like to 
continue on with the fire science 
field. Some of our students fin- 
ish here and go on to four-year 
schools, or they finish here and 
go on to positions in the local 
area or around the U.S.” Many 
of the students who choose au- 
tomotive and welding gain lo- 
cal jobs or work in the Portland 
metro area. The MERTS campus 
provides opportunities all across 


COMMUNITY NOTES 


Holiday events 


GENEVIEVE ZAMORA 
REPORTER 


Looking for something fun 
and festive to do during Winter 
Break? Check out these local 
events: 


Scrooged in Astoria 
Dec. 6th through Dec. 23rd 

An entertaining, melodra- 
matic spin on Charles Dickens’s 
“A Christmas Carol” featuring 
characters of “Shanghaied in 
Astoria.” —_http://www.shang- 
haiedinastoria.com 


Holiday Lights 
in Seaside 

On December 14th take a 
bus tour around town to gaze 
upon the houses, neighborhoods 
and businesses participating in 
the annual Pacific Power Busi- 
ness & Residential Lighting 
Competition. Self-guided tour 
maps will be available after the 
14th www.seasidechamber. 
com 


“Twas the Night Before 
Christmas” & the Rutter 
“Magnificat” 

Dec. 10th & Dee, 11th 

7 p.m. & 2 pm. 

Clatsop Community College 

Performing Arts Center 

Come enjoy the amazing 
vocal talents of The North Coast 
Chorale for their winter concert 
as they present the “challeng- 
ing but beautiful arrangement 


the booths of vendors’ hand- 
made crafts. http://www.shang- 
haiedinastoria.com 


If you're looking to get out 
of town, check out these excit- 
ing events in Portland 


Christmas 
Ship Parade 
Dec, 7th through Dec. 21st 
Nearly 60 ships will be 
meeting on the Columbia and 
Willamette rivers this year for 
a water parade of lights. Each 
ship will be brilliantly deco- 
rated with thousands of holiday 
lights for a spectacular visual 
treat. www.christmasships.org 


Zoo Lights 
at the Oregon Zoo 

Nov. 23rd through Dee. 31st 

Over 1 million LED lights 
light up the zoo creating en- 
chanting forests and lighted 
moving sculptures. http://www 
oregonzoo.org 


George Balanchine's 
“The Nutcracker” 
Dec. 8th through Dec. 23rd 
Revisit or discover for the 
first time this timeless classic 
where a young girl takes a fan- 
tastic journey to a land where 


toys come alive and dreams 
come true. Presented by the 
Oregon Ballet Theatre at the 
Keller Auditorium. http://www 
pepa.com 


Thursday, January 10th at 6:00 pm 
in the Clatsop Community College 
Art Center Gallery 
1651 Lexington Ave 
Astoria, Oregon 97103 
Light refreshments will be served 
Free and Open to the Public 


of this classic canticle from the 


the nation for students. 
The campus is open to tours] Gospel of Luke” and a rendi- 
for anyone who wants to check § tion of Clement Clark Moore's 
out MERTS or possibly wants to] poem, “Twas the Night Before 
enroll ina field-specific class, Christmas” set to music. http, 


www.ncoastchorale.com 
Moke a Difference in Our Community 


PSU Transfer 
OPEN HOUSE 


For transfer students 
who have not yet been 
admitted to 
Portland State. 


Old-Fashioned 


Music. TRA irae Caries fie Flavel House Dates: 
useum 
Project Dec. 17th from 6 to 8 p.m. December 5, 2012 
10) Enjoy (Chrttnas iis, || Aprill7, 2013 
Workshops s, games, stories, ref 


May 16, 2013 


Homeless June 29, 2013 


Connect 


Friday, January 11th, 2012 
9:00 AM to 4:00 pm 


ments, and a picture with Santa. 
http://www.cumtux.org 


CCC Art Center Studios a ena Starving Artist Faire FOR MORE 
\ ead = Dec 7th through 9th INFORMATION 
5 A . S January 31,2083 Star of the Sea GO ONLINE 
Slide Show/Panel Discussion cae apes onl nee 


TBA 


Enjoy live music performed 
by local bands while shopping 


admissions/transfer-open- 
house 
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Journalism 
anyone? 


BRANDY WHITEMAN 
REPORTER 
As I walked into my 


first day of Journalism 215, 1 
wasn’t sure what to expect. 
I didn’t know the teacher or 
any of the other students but 
plunged in anyway. I was hap- 
pily surprised to find out that 
the class was not as scary as | 
had presumed. 

The instructor, Mr. Bernie 
Wood, is on of the most genu- 
ine and funny people | have 
ever had the pleasure of meet- 
ing. Not only does he value 
your opinion, but he treats you 
like an actual person, not just 
another student. 

With his witty New Eng- 
land banter and his pocketful 
of life stories, Bernie easily 
tums a class into the feeling of 
just an awesome conversation. 
He has the ability to make a 
hour-long class feel like just a 
few minutes, 

Now the journalism class 
is a two-credit class that you 
can take up to three times, 
You're able to write about 
anything that interests you as 
long as you don’t make it too 
risqué 

You are asked to voice 
your opinions and help each 
other come up with article 
ideas and questions for the Q 
& A section. | had such a good 
time in this class over the past 
three terms and wish that | 
could go for more 

The class has been full of 
laughs and 
won't forget for a while. | urge 
you to go see for yourself how 
the class is and get some ar- 
ticles out there for all to see. 


stories that you 


“A nickle ain’t worth 


a dime anymore.” 
— Yogi Berra 


PATI MORRISSEY 
COLUMNIST 


A principios de noviembre, 
los americanos elegimos man- 
tener a Barak Obama como 
nuestro presidente y rechazamos 
al candidato republicano Mitt 
Romney. Los candidatos sabian 
que el voto latino iba a ser deci- 
sivo en estas elecciones y asi fue, 
con una mayoria de 71% para el 
presidente Obama contra sdlo 
un 27% para el candidato Rom- 
ney. Esos porcentajes se aseme- 
jan a los que se vieron durante 
las elecciones de 1996 cuando 
Bill Clinton recibié el 72% del 
yoto latino. En los Estados Uni- 
dos (EEUU) la minoria latina 
actualmente representa el 17% 
de la poblacién total mientras 
que africanos-americanos 
y los asiaticos representan el 
12% y el 5% respectivamente. E] 


los 
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El voto latino 


Pew Research Center, un “think 
tank” estadounidense situado 
en Washington, DC, estima que 
para el ano 2050 estos tres gru- 
pos minoritarios conformaran 
mis del 50% de la poblacién con 
los latinos representando casi un 
30% de la poblacién total. 

iA qué se debe esta ex- 
plosién de poblaciones minori- 
tarias, especialmente de la po- 
blacion hispana? En los ultimos 
50 afos el pais ha recibido una 
ola de inmigrantes que repre- 
senta aproximadamente a 40 
millones de personas. Los lati- 
nos representan el grupo mis 
grande de esta inmigracién se- 
guidos por los asiaticos. 

Dentro de la inmigracién 
latina, la ola de inmigracion 
mexicana ha aumentado debido 
a tratados de libre comercio con 
otros paises como por ejemplo 
El Tratado de Libre Comercio 
de América del Norte (TL- 
CAN) o NAFTA por sus siglas 


And So It Goes 


oan 


Parking lot problems continue 


UPDATE 


The October issue of “The 
Bandit” included a short article: 
editorial about a hit-and-run 
incident in the library parking 
lot, in which an SUV damaged 
the front bumper of another ve- 
hicle without the driver's taking 
responsibility. Now we have 
learned of a similar collision, 
occurring on November Sth be- 
hind Columbia Hall. It seems 
that a student parked his van at 
11:00 and went to class. When 
he returned at 2:50, there was 
damage to the front bumper that 
would cost over $800 to repair. 
Since the student’s insurance 
deductible stands at $300, he 
elected to keep driving his dam- 
aged car because he cannot af- 
ford his portion of the repair bill 
The victim is a family man who 
works full-time and takes a full 
academic load. 

While in the October inci- 
dent there were witnesses who 
left a note, in this case apparent- 
ly no one saw anything, and the 
driver simply drove off without 
incident, Other than filing a po- 
lice report, the student has little 
hope of seeing justice done and 
no hope at all of receiving com- 
pensation for the damage to his 
vehicle unless the driver belat- 
edly has a change of heart and 
comes forward to take responsi- 
bility. 

However, “The Bandit” has 
learned that the college does 
have an “Incident/Accident/In- 
jury Reporting Form,” which 
will go on file. These reports are 
available online at the college 
website, but they may also be 
obtained through Student Ser- 


vices, security or the Physical 
Plant, or through Vice-President 
JoAnn Zahn's office. Accidents, 
crimes, damage to property, and 
injuries should all be reported so 
that the college can note prob- 
lems and come up with ways to 
address them. Certainly, admin- 
istrators and others are going to 
assume all is well unless they 
hear differently. Tracking these 
type of incidents may help them 
to determine problem areas on 
campus. 

We want the campus to be a 
safe environment where people 
can concentrate on their studies 
and on their work. While CCC 
is not-an ivory tower, it should 
be a peaceful, responsible com- 
munity whose members care 
about one another so that people 
can go about their business with- 
out having to worry about others 
doing them wrong and slinking 
away like outlaws. Again, it’s a 
matter of responsibility that we 
all share as members of the cam- 
pus community, 

Some students have raised 
the question about the design 
of the parking lots, calling for 
safer diagonal parking where 
these types of collisions are 
less apt to take place. Diagonal 
parking was considered during 
the Jerome Campus Restora- 
tion Project; however, planners 
quickly saw that parking diago- 
nally would result in the loss 
of about twenty per cent of the 
spaces currently available. With 
the constant demand for more 
parking, designers and engi- 
neers opted to provide the most 
parking that they could in what 
everyone recognizes as a very 
limited space. 


Another means of address- 
ing the problem of hit-and-run 
collisions might be to install 
video cameras, but they 
quite expensive and ultimately 
cost prohibitive. (They, too, 
were once under consideration 
for certain buildings, but it was 
decided that the money would 
go further on more necessary 
projects.) 

And so, the solution to this 
current problem of parking lot 
bumps and smashes comes back 
tous. Each one has to be respon- 
sible and also watch out for the 
well-being of others. Filling out 
the aforementioned forms might 
not solve the immediate prob- 
lem or gain justice for anyone, 
but it is a start in the right direc- 
tion, Certainly, not reporting 
these types of incidents is not 
going to help. Before writing 
this piece | was told that these 
“accidents” happen very rarely; 
however, the rate of two in the 
last two months sounds rather 
frequent, and they were news to 
the people to whom I spoke. I’m 
also quite certain that if some- 
one out of the loop like myself 
knows about these two events, 
there must be plenty more that 
are occurring. Please speak up 
and let others know if you have 
been victimized so that the col- 
lege can take steps to correct the 
problem. 


are 


en inglés (North American Free 
‘Trade Agreement) que se firmé 
con los EEUU y con el Canada 
y se implement durante el alo 
1994. Ya que este tratado busca 
eliminar aranceles, fomentar el 
mercado trilateral de productos 
agricolas y la inversion extran- 
jera, el pequeno comerciante y 
el agricultor no pueden com- 
petir a nivel mundial como lo 
han hecho las grandes compa- 
fiias transnacionales. Durante 
los aftos 80 la mayoria de inmi- 
grantes mexicanos en los EEUU 
venia de solamente 4 0 5 estados 
del pais. Después de NAFTA, 
podemos encontrar inmigran- 
tes mexicanos que representan 
a todos los estados de México y 
encontramos, dentro de esta po- 
blacion, un porcentaje mas alto 
de inmigrantes de zonas rurales. 
Si agregamos a este fendmeno la 
ola de violencia por la que esta 
pasando el pais, podemos com- 
prender el porqué de la inmi- 


gracion mexicana masiva en los 
Ultimos quince aos. 

Una caracteristica impor- 
tante de los inmigrantes latinos 
en general es su juventud. La 
mayoria es bastante joven y esta 
dentro de la edad reproductiva. 
Por lo tanto, la tasa de nacimien- 
to hispana ha sido en la ultima 
década mis alta que la de la 
poblacion blanca, no de origen 
hispano. No es sorprendente, 
entonces, que el voto latino haya 
sido un componente importante 
en las elecciones presidenciales 
de noviembre y que con toda 
seguridad sera uno de los fac- 
tores decisivos en la eleccién de 
nuestros lideres en el futuro. Es 
por esto que el electorado la- 
tino debe educarse y participar 
responsablemente en el proceso 
electoral ya que el poder politi- 
co que adquirira al convertirse 
en una mayoria minoritaria no 
debe ser desperdiciado. 


by Gina Bowen 
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Dost 
Foc 


Dear Aunt Blabby, 
Yo! I noticed lots 
of empty space\ shelves 

in the library. What's 
going on? 

Signed, 

Likes to Study in 

the Library 


Dear Likes, 
If you like to study 
in the library, then 
you're going to be 
delighted with the changes 


is “weeding” outdated and 
redundant books to make 


Dear Aunt Blabby, 


Signed, 
Bugged by Bumps 


Dear Bugged, 


\ A What Yoryeeihink of whd 


you nea) 
NAGS. Swe it a giant, pale monst 


Dandit Heahive 


taking place. The CCC library ( 


room for newer, more current materials and also for the 
addition of a Learning Lab, a collaborative/interactive group 
workspace for students. This project is expected to take 
about a year to complete, so the Learning Lab should be 
ready to serve students by mid-summer or early fall of 2013. 
For those who are concerned about the library 
reducing the number of books from its collection, the library 
has recently added approximately 80,000 electronic books in 
every subject and discipline, which are available online any- 
time (yes, anytime!) to CCC students, faculty and staff. So 
although the weeding will remove an estimated 15,000 old 
books, we have already gained several times that in ebooks! 
And the library also expects to add more to its “popular” 
reading section during this transformation. 


What's the deal with the speed bumps? I’m always spill- 
ing my coffee on my art projects. Can't they get that fixed? 


If by fixed you mean removed, there’s about the same 
chance of that happening as Congress balancing the budget. 
Even with the speed bumps, people drive like they are at the 
Indianapolis raceway. If you are talking about the spaces 
in between the bumps and the sidewalk, then I am not sure 
how “fixing” it will help you not spill coffee. A cheaper and 
easier fix would be a covered coffee cup. 


GENEVIEVE ZAMORA 


the word “Fra 


with boli in his neck? Maybe 


6 THE BANDIT | DECEMBER 2012 


STUDENT NEWS 


Are you ready for Middle-earth? 


GENEVIEVE ZAMORA 
REPORTER 
Middle-earth, you say? 


What's that? Wait, doesn’t it 
have something to do with short 
people who have big hairy feet; 
wizards and elyes maybe? A 
ring? Oh yes, now it’s coming 
back: fantasy movies from a 
decade ago. But why should you 
care about Middle-earth? The 
characters and stories that take 
place within Middle-earth have 
created a worldwide phenom- 
enon that has persisted for over 
seventy years. With a new live- 
action film being released soon 
about the very first story to ever 
emerge from this mystical land, 
“The Hobbit,” you don’t want to 
miss out on the fun. Let's brush 
up on our Middle-earth facts so 
we can all experience the new 
wave of this fantasy phenom- 
enon. 

Between 2001 and 2003, 
New Zealand film director Peter 
Jackson released “The Lord of 
the Rings” trilogy based upon 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s novels of the 
same name. The films garnered 
critical and popular acclaim, 
winning a combined total of sev- 
enteen Academy Awards. The 
movies also catapulted its cast 
and crew into instant stardom 
The media hype surrounding the 
films was colossal, rivaling that 
of the original Star Wars tril- 
ogy, even out-grossing them at 
the box office. The LOTR til- 
ogy storyline had a pre-existing 
fan base due to the success of 
J.R.R, Tolkien’s novels, and for 
most the films met or exceeded 
expectations. On December 14, 
2012, part one of Peter Jack- 
son’s second trilogy surround- 
ing Middle-earth, “The Hobbit 
An Unexpected Journey,” is set 
to be released in theaters. This 
second trilogy is based on Tolk- 
ien’s prequel novel to the “Lord 
of the, Rings” series, and expec- 
tations for its success are high. 

“The Hobbit” and “The 
Lord of the Rings” books have 
been a cultural phenomenon for 


WINTER 
TERM 2013 


REGISTRATION 
BEGINS 
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CLASSES 
BEGIN 


over halfa century. In the early 
1930s John Ronald Reuel Tolk- 
ien, a professor of Anglo-Saxon 
and English at Oxford Uni- 
versity, had an idea for a story 
while grading papers. One stu- 
dent had left a blank page, and 
Tolkien wrote on it, “In a hole in 
the ground there lived a hobbit.” 
This sparked Tolkien to discov- 
er more about what a hobbit was 
and why it lived in a hole. The 
beginnings of a story started to 
take shape. He created a new 
ancient world called “Middle- 
earth” complete with geography, 
history, fantastical creatures and 
magical objects. Tolkien who 
had studied Middle-English and 
other ancient languages, cre- 
ated several new languages for 
his characters. He wrote “The 
Hobbit” as a children’s story. 
Hobbits were short, chubby, 
mild-mannered, simple folk 
who liked to be in the garden 
and loved to eat. These were 
characters children could easily 
relate to. One hobbit, Bilbo, is 
called upon by a wizard to help 
a group of dwarves recover trea- 
sure from a dragon. Along the 
journey the group encounters 
many obstacles including giant 
spiders, elves, goblins, storms, 
and great battles, The story fo- 
cuses on Bilbo’s evolution and 
maturity as he changes from a 
weak and scared hobbit into a 
strong, wise, and brave hob- 
bit. He faces his fears and in 
the end defeats them, a common 
theme in children’s literature. 
“The Hobbit” was published by 
George Allen and Unwin (now 
Harper Collins) in 1937 and was 
a worldwide success. The book 
has never been out of print and 
is often cited as being the best 
book in children’s literature of 
all time. 

Excited with the success of 
the novel, Tolkien’s publisher 
asked if he would write a sequel 
to “The Hobbit.” Thus began a 
complex 16-year narration that 
became the three-volume “The 
Lord of the Rings” book se- 
ries. The series recounted what 
happened after Bilbo returned 
home. It followed the adven- 


tures of Bilbo’s young 
cousin, Frodo. Frodo 
is one in a fellow- 
ship made up of hob- 
bits, elves, dwarves, 
wizards, and humans 
whose mission it is to 
save Middle-earth from 
the Dark Lord Sauron 
and destroy a ring with 
a malicious, evil power 
over those who possess 
it. The story developed 
far beyond a children’s 
book. It was complex, 
dealing with issues of 
good and evil. While 
“The Hobbit” was a 
lighthearted “coming 
of age” story, “The 
Lord of the Rings” 
was a more serious tale 
with a darker tone deal- 
ing with areas of gray 
in human nature. It 
showcased how easily 
even the purest of hearts could 
be corrupted by power. The 
LOTR volumes were published 
in 1954 and 1955 and achieved 
high levels of success. Realizing 
that his sequel to “The Hobbit” 
was changing the course and 
history of the fictional Middle- 
earth, Tolkien revised subse- 
quent editions of “The Hobbit” 
to coincide with “The Lord of 
the Rings.” The changes were 
small but important to bridge the 
gaps between the two stories. 
Tolkien expanded Middle-earth 
further by writing more stories 
of its intricate history and the 
tales of other characters. Most 
of these other works were not 
published until after his death in 
1973 

Over the past seventy-five 
years popular culture has large- 
ly embraced Tolkien’s mystical 
world creating a cult following. 
Middle-earth has been referred 
to in literature, songs, poems, 
television and film, Popular 
cartoons, movies, comic books, 
video games, action figures, 
and other merchandise have 
been based on “The Hobbit” 
and “The Lord of the Rings.” 
With Peter Jackson’s release of 
“The Lord of the Rings” films in 


hp, 


Photo courtesy of 


schoollibrarybeyondsurvival files wordpress.com 


Original book cover for 


“The Hobbit” seen here with a 
1937 drawing by J.R.R. Tolkien. 
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2001, 2002, and 2003, the pub- 
lic showed a renewed interest 
in the books and in the fantasy 
genre. The cinematography and 
technology were breathtaking 
and led many who had never 
heard of Tolkien’s novels before 
to read them and discover his 
extraordinary world 

It has been nine years since 
the last movie about Middle- 
earth was released. Its popu- 
larity has been pushed aside 
for other fantasy phenomenon 
like Harry Potter, Twilight, and 
The Hunger Games. This will 
change in a mere two weeks. On 
December 14th “The Hobbit 
An Unexpected Journey” opens 
worldwide, It is part one in a 
three-part series based on “The 
Hobbit” novel and the appen- 
dices. Peter Jackson returns as 
director along with writers and 
much of the cast and crew from 
“The Lord of the Rings” tril- 
ogy. It will be re’ 
and tickets in theaters around 
the world are already sold out 
for opening night. Expectations 
are high, and award rumors are 
floating about. If it’s anything 
like its film sequels or the great 
novel whose name it bears, then 
we are all in for an unbelievable 
ride. The second film in the 


YP 


new series, “The Hobbit; The 
Desolation of Smaug,” is set to 
release on December 13, 2013, 
and the third film, “The Hobbit 
There and Back Again” is set for 
July 18, 2014 

Need a hobbit refresher to 
prepare for the movie? Here's a 
quick recap: 

Bilbo Baggins is a shy, sim- 
ple, somewhat fearful hobbit 
who lives in the village of Hob- 
biton. He is content with his 
peaceful life. as most hobbits 
are, and doesn’t wish for excite- 
ment or adventure, One day, the 
wizard Gandalf enlists Bilbo to 
accompany a group of dwarves 
on their mission to recover 
treasure stolen by the dragon 
Smaug. The dwarves are dubi- 
ous of Bilbo's usefulness as he 
starts out mostly in the way, but 
at Gandalf’s urging they take 
him along. Along the way the 
group, except Gandalf, gets cap- 
tured by hungry trolls. Gandalf 
saves the group, and Bilbo finds 
a key to a secret cave that leads 
to a friéndly elven land called 
Rivendell. During the next part 
of their journey the heroes be- 
come lost in a snowstorm and 
end up captured by the Great 
Goblin. Again, Gandalf saves 
them, but in the confusion of the 
rescue Bilbo accidentally gets 
left behind. Lost in the tunnels 
of a mountain, Bilbo happens 
across a gold ring belonging to 
the creature Gollum. Gollum 
challenges Bilbo to a series of 
riddles. If he answers correctly, 
Gollum will show him out of the 
tunnels. If he answers incorrect- 
ly, Gollum will kill him. Bilbo 
discovers that the ring gives him 
invisibility and he escapes with 
the ring and rejoins his group 
The company goes on to en- 
counter giant wolves, giant spi- 
ders, goblins, and the dungeons 
of Wood-elves. With the help of 
Gandalf and Bilbo’s newfound 
powers of the ring, the group 
escapes each danger. Bilbo be- 
comes more confident and gains 
the trust of the dwarves. Finally, 
Bilbo, the dwarves, and Gandalf 


See Middle-earth 
on page 7 
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The Bandit welcomes other aspiring 
cartoonists in forthcoming issues. 


Holiday sour cream sugar coo! 


IEVE ZAMORA 
REPORTER 


Looking for a sweet treat 
this holiday season? Sour cream 
sugar cookies have been aholi- 
day staple in my house for near- 
ly 100 years. We've traced the 
recipe back to my great-grand- 
ma, but the trail ends there. No 
one is sure where she got it from, 
but I haven’t found another sour 
cream sugar cookie recipe quite 


like it. Try it: it’s simple, fun, 
and oh, so yummy! 
First and foremost, crank 


up that holiday music! Nothing 
gets you into the holiday spirit 
like listening to Nat King Cole 
sing “The Christmas Song.” 
“Rudolf the Red-Nosed Rein- 
deer” also works. Don’t forget 
to sing! 


What You Need: 


1 4 cups sour cream 


1 cup Crisco (You can substi- 
tute with | cup softened unsalt- 
ed butter. Crisco will make the 
cookies white and fluffy. Butter 
will make them a nice yellow 
color but flat. Both ways taste 


great.) 


5 cups flour 
| 2 cups sugar 


1 teaspoon baking soda 


Ys teaspoon salt for flavor only (I 
personally don’t use any, but if 
you need to cut the sugar, a tiny 
bit of salt will do the trick) 


Mix flour, salt, and baking 
soda together in a large mixing 
bowl by hand. You'll regret it if 
you put this in the mixer! 


Crisco/butter and 
sugar in an electric mixing bowl 
or by hand if you're feeling ad- 


venturous. 


Cream 


AROUND CAMPUS 


Mix in eggs one at a time into 
your creamed mixture. 

You should now have two 
bowls of ingredients. 
your dry mix and your creamed 
mix. You should also have your 
sour cream ready. Here is where 
the mixing becomes. slightly 
tedious, just keep busting out 
those holiday tunes. 

Add 1/3 cup from your dry 
mix to your creamed mix and 
stir well. Then add % cup sour 
cream to your creamed mix and 
stir well. Repeat these steps 
alternately until all of your in- 
gredients are mixed together in 
one bowl. It may seem like your 
dough is not becoming thick 
enough, but I assure you once 
the last 1/3 cup of dry mix is 
added, your mixer will be push- 
ing its limits. 
hand-stir the last bit to ensure it 
is evenly mixed 


mixed 


You may have to 


Your dough 
should be sturdy enough to mold 
but still somewhat sticky 


Set oven to bake at 350 de- 
grees. 


While the oven is heating 
up, grease your cookie sheets 
and get out your favorite holi- 
Next, lay 
down (or tape down in my case) 
a couple sheets of wax paper 
on the counter and lightly dust 
them with flour. This will be 
your “rolling center.” 

Grab your trusty rolling pin 
and start rolling out your doug 
Only work with a handful of 
The cook- 
ies will expand in the oven, so 
you don’t want your dough to 
be rolled too thick 
inch is about right. Achieving 
the right thickness can be tricky, 
but don’t give up--it’s worth it 
As the flour disappears from the 


day cookie cutters 


dough at a time 


3/8 of an 


wax paper, lightly dust on more. 
Be careful not to put too much 
flour on at once, or your dough 
will get too stiff to roll out. Cut 
your cookies into fun shapes. 
Once 


cookies are on the 


cookie sheet, pop them in the 
oven for 10 minutes. I repeat 
10 MINUTES and not one sec- 
ond later. You can tell if cookies 
are done by pressing lightly in 
the middle. If the dough feels 
firm, it’s done. If your finger 
leaves a depression, then bake at 
1-minute intervals but beware, 
it doesn’t take much to turn 
them into bricks. 
they harden as they cool down. 
If you are anything like me, 
you'll barely finishing cutting 
out one batch before the batch in 
the oven needs to be taken out 
Keep your eye on the clock and 
flex those multi-tasking mus- 
cles. 

Finally, cookies 
onto a cooling rack. Tada! Your 
dough is baked, but you aren't 
done yet. While plain cookies 
are quite tasty on 


Remember 


transfer 


their own, 
your hard work needs some fes- 
tive decoration.* 

kinds of 
frosting you can make, but my 


There are many 
favorite for these cookies is but- 
like this 
recipe from the C&H Powdered 


Sugar bag 


tercream frosting, I 


What You Need: 
1/2 cup softened butter 
% cup milk 


1 pound powdered sugar (that’s 
only one box or 4a bag) 


1 teaspoon vanilla (you can use 
any flavor extract; peppermint is 
a fantastic holiday flavor) 


Blend all ingredients until 


mixture is smooth and easily 
spreadable 

Wait until cookies are com- 
pletely cool, and then frost your 
cookies. Add any of your fa- 
My 


favorite is classic red anid green 


vorite sprinkles or candies 


fine sprinkles. Try to keep it 


movii 


though, as the frosting 
will start to harden in the bowl 
in about 10 minutes. Ifyou have 


Movie Review 


BRANDY WHITEMAN 
REPORTER 


“Twilight: Breaking Dawn Part 2” 


In part two of “Breaking Dawn” in 
the Twilight Saga, we catch back up with 
Bella, who has recently turned, Edward, 
and their newborn daughter Renese- 
mee. With the baby being half human 
and half vampire, she grows at an amaz- 
ing rate. While out with Jacob (who has 
imprinted on her) and Bella, Renesemee 
is seen by another vampire outside of the 
Cullen clan. The outside vampire thinks 
Renesemme is an immortal child, which 
is against the rules, and tells the Volturi 
The Volturi, who are basically the lead- 
ers of the vampires, then set out to elim- 
inate the Cullens and the child. Gath- 
ering enough of their fellow vampires 
who don't support the Volturi to try and 
show that Renesemee is harmless, the 


Cullens get ready to plead their case, 
With an incredible twist to the film, 
I would have to say that this is probably 


the best of the five Twilight films. It's full 
of laughs, drama, attractive actors, and 
awesome fight scenes. But Jacob lovers 
beware, Taylor Lautner is only shirtless 
about twice in the entire film, so better 
get your fix in before hand. This last in- 
stallment of the Twilight franchise is in 
my opinion the most intense of them. 
This movie is 115 minutes long and is 


Movie poster courtesy of 
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt] 673434 


rated PG-13, The cast includes Kristen 
Stewart, Robert Pattinson, Taylor Laut- 
ner along with many other impressive 
actors. Though | found this to be the 
best out of the five films, I would still 
only give it a 3 out of 5 stars. It wasn't 
too horrible, but some of the “dramatic” 
parts were laughable. If you're into these 
types of films, I hope you enjoy the film. 
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Holiday cookies will be a yummy treat to celebrate the 
festivities with family and friends. 


kids or a group of people, make 
an activity out of it and get that 


sembly line going. Don’t for- 


st the camera! 


*If frosting is not your thing 
not to worry. Once you have cut 
out your cookies and BEFORE 
you put them in the oven (and 
on the cookie sheet) sprinkle on 


some sprinkles and lightly pre 


them into the dough You'll 


have yummy and 


adorned 


beautifully 
cookies without the 


added sweetness! 


However you dress them up 

these sour cream sugar cookies 

are sure to delight every time 
Serve at your next holiday 


party and ENJOY!!! 


Middle-earth 


Continued from page 6 


make it to Smaug’s lair 
and the dragon is killed. 
In the lair, Bilbo finds the 
Arkenstone, an heirloom 
of a King of Dwarves. 
With Smaug dead, the hu- 
mans, dwarves, and elve 
fight over who should 
get the dragon’s treasure 


Thorin, King of Dwarves 
refuses to give anything 
Bilbo the 
Arkenstone to Bard, a hu 
man who killed Smaug, 
to use as a barging chip 


up, so gives 


Thorin hears of this and 
threatens to kill Bilbo but 
is talked down by Gan- 
dalf. Before a settlement 
can be reached, Wargs (gi- 
ant wolves) and goblins at- 
tack, forcing the dwarves, 
humans, and elves to unite 
against them. The Wargs 
and goblins are defeated 
but barely with the help of 
eagles and Beorn, a shape- 
shifter. Thorin is fatally 
wounded in the battle but 
reconciles with Bilbo be- 
fore he dies, Bilbo returns 
to Hobbiton a wealthy 
hobbit and goes back to 
living a simple and pleas- 
ant life. 

Sources consulted 

“The Hobbit”, J.R.R. Tolkien 
hitp:/www.thehobbit.com/ 
http://www.tolkiensociety.org 
http://www. lord-of-the-rings.org 
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CCC had a rather unique of- 
fering for November first’s Day 
of the Dead, a trip to the under- 
world. The vehicle for this jour- 
ney was the opening of Doug 
Anderson’s art exhibit “Aspho- 
del.” For those unfamiliar with 
Greek mythology, asphodel is a 
type of flower that grows along 
the banks of the River Styx and 
serves as the food of the dead. 

Upon arriving at the gate- 
way to the doors of the un- 
derworld, or in this case the 
gallery, you are immediately 
greeted with the sense that this 
is a different experience than 
most art shows, starting with 
the fact that all the windows 
to the gallery have been coy- 
ered to accommodate the light- 
ing requirements for the show. 
Adding to the mystique of the 
exhibit is the original score cre- 
ated by John Mckinnon, which 
has an unsettling sense about 
it that succinctly captures the 
mood. 

Anderson’s vision of the 
afterlife represents the three 
dominions of the Greek Under- 
world; the Asphodel Meadow 
the Elysian Fields, and Hades. 
The centerpiece for this exhibit 
is unquestionably the trip to the 
River Lethe, or the river of for- 
getfulness that those destined 
for the Asphodel Meadows 
must drink from 

The Meadows are com- 
prised of hundreds of “souls,” 
hanging almost to the floor, 
from a framework above the ex- 
hibit creating a path that leads to 
a glowing open urn. The partici- 
pant in this odyssey is encour- 
aged to write a regret, dream or 
life goal on a slip of paper and 
toss it into the “Vessel of Le- 
the,” which is filled with water, 
where as if by magic the words 
leave the paper to float on the 
top of the water, 

When asked about this 
piece Anderson said, “I wanted 
to give people an opportunity to 
think about the brevity of life 
and that you only have so much 
time to get things done and if 
there is a goal you want to ac- 
complish, you need to get mov- 
ing on it.” 

Anderson utilized charcoal 
dust on packing tape to create 
the images that represent the 
souls, The urn was cast out of 
resin, which allows the light to 
shine through. The paper used 
for casting into the “River of 
Lethe” is, of course, specialty 
paper from a magic store. 

Moving on from Asphodel, 
one might attempt to witness 
the heights of purported bliss 
via the Elysian Fields, the an- 
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To hell and back 


cient Greek version of heaven. 
Anderson explores this idea 
through shards that act like 
snapshots. The shards are made 
out of packing tape that is lay- 
ered on top of itself with im- 
ages trapped in between. While 
the shards are interesting and 
intriguing, they are a bit more 
melancholy and strange than 
one might picture “heaven” to 
be, 

On the other end of the spec- 
trum, the place no one wants to 
go, lies hell or Hades, the other 
destination spot for souls in the 
afterlife. Hades is somberly 
envisioned with 1,000 figures 
drawn, shoulder to shoulder, 
in a circle upon the floor while 
a great brass ball is suspended 
over them, casting a shadow of 
impending judgment upon their 
naked form. Interestingly, An- 
derson chose to give a rather an- 
drogynous [ook to them, which 
somehow seems to add to the 
vulnerable state they are in. 

While not originally part of 
the exhibit, but certainly a fit- 
ting addition to it, are several 
paintings of skulls. Like every- 
thing Anderson seems to do, 
this piece, too, is a bit unusual. 
The skulls were painted with 
wax, Surprisingly, Anderson as- 
sured us all that no single panel 
took more than an hour to paint 
Sadly, due to space restrictions, 
only a handful of the 100 pic- 
tures that make up this series 
could be shown. 

Anderson explained that the 
goal was to create art that was 
interactive and was made in 
response to a tendency for art 
openings not to be 


N 
§ well attended as 4 i 
as well atended as “T wanted to give people an § 


one might hope. Ini- 


tially, Anderson in- opportunity to think about 
the brevity of life...” | 


tended to do a piece 
about Hercules, but 
while researching 
for the piece, he found himself 
more interested in the under- 
world, which led to his creation 
of the Vessel of Lethe 

However, one piece does 
not an exhibit make, and so he 
was compelled to finish with 
the rest of the underworld 

The show will run through 
finals week,* and if you have 
a chance to see it, I strongly 
recommend visiting the under- 
world. Perhaps there is some- 
thing you might want to forget 
about and turn over to the Ves- 
sel of Lethe 

To read the exhibit’s official 
press release, check it out on- 
line at the CCC home page. 


If you're looking for the perfect 


Onyx is a Labrador retriever mix. 


gift to give this Christmas, look no 
further than our local animal shel- 
ter. Onyx and Jessie are just two 
of the many pets hoping to spend 
Christmas in a new and loving 
home. Give them the best gift of 
their lives by adopting them into 
your family today! 

Onyx is a loving seven-year- 
old Labrador retriever mix. He is 
extremely good natured and has a 
positive, happy-go-lucky attitude. 

He has been neutered and is up 
to date with routine shots. His coat 
is black and generally short. 

Jessie is a purebred Texas Blue 
Lacy--an unusual hound breed 


from the South. She is two and a 
half years old and very shy but very 
loving once she gets to know you. 
Jessie is a wonderfully beautiful 
dog, 

She has been spayed and is up 
to date with routine shots. Her short 
coat is a mixture of yellow, tan, 
blond or fawn 

For more information on Onyx, 
Jessie, and other available pets for 
adoption contact Clatsop County 
Animal Control Services at 503- 
861-7387 or lindaygert@gmail. 
com or stop by at 1315 SE 19th 
Street, Warrenton, OR, 97146. 

Hours are Tuesday through Sat- 
urday 12 p.m, to 4 p.m. 


Photos and information provided by Pet- 
Finder.com and Clatsop County Animal Con- 
trol Services. 


